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BAKER & MILLER PLLC

ATTORNEYS and COUNSLLLORS

2401 PENNGYLVANIA AVENUE, NW
SUITE 300
WASHINGTON, DC 20037

TELCPHONE (202) 803 7020

FH LED FACSIMILC:  {202) 863-7049

WILLIAM A, MULLING (202) 883 7823 (Direct Dini}
H_A? , - 2013 E-Mall wmullina@bakaraadmiliar com

SURFACE ——
TRANSPORTATION BOARp ~ March 1.2013 e \

BY HAND DELIVERY

Cynthia T. Brown. Chiel OMOSEO";Erchegdi'rll -
Section of Administration. Office ol Proceedings i
Surface Transportation Board MAR 4~ 2013%.
395 I Sircel. SW Part of
Washingion DC 20423-0001 Publlcaeoom

Re.  Alabama Railroad Co - Abandonment Exemprion — In Monree County AL, STB
Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X)

Dear Ms. Brown:

Pursuant 1o the Board’s abandonment class cxemption procedures for lines with no
local business for at least two years (49 C.F.R Part 1152, Subpart FF). enclosed are an original and
I I copics ol a venlied abandonment notice of exempuion encompassing a portion of the rail system
of the Alabama Railroad Co.

A check in the amount ol $3.700.00 is enclosed 1o cover the applicable filing fee

Please acknowledge receipt and filing of this notice of exemption by date stamping the
enclosed cleventh copy and returning it to the courier 10 retum 10 me

Sincerely.

William A. Mullins
Atlorney for Alabama Railroad Co.

Enclosurcs FEE RECE FVED

cc- J Michael Carr
i f - 2ug

SURFACKE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD
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BEFORE TIE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X)

€ RE‘%G“,“
offiee Froce ALABAMA RAILROAD CO.
R b~ 100 — ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
of IN MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA
a
putﬁtc‘}“wd
EXEMPTION NOTICE
FEE RECEIVED
AR § - 2013 FILED
FACE d -
msrgﬁ'mi‘;'?fon BOARD MAR 4 - 2013
SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD
William.A. Mullins
Robert A. Wimbish
BAKER & MILLER PLLC
2401 Pennsylvania Ave,, NW
Suite 300
Washington, DC 20037
Tel: (202) 663-7823
Fax: (202) 663-784Y
March 1, 2013 Attorneys for Alabama Railroad Co.
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSI'ORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X)

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO.
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA

EXEMPTION NOTICE

Alabama Railroad Co. ("ALAB") hereby submits the following notice of exemption
pursuant 10 49 C.F.R. Part 1152. Subpart F (Exempt Abandonments and Discontinuances of’
Service and Trackage Rights). to abandon approximately 7.42 miles of raul line (the “Linc™)
located in Monroe County. Alabama, extending from milepost 655.20 (cast ol Roue 21, at
Tunnel Springs. Alabama) to milepost 662.62 (wesl of Main Street, in Beanice, Alabama). In
accordance with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152.50(b) and (d), ALAB provides the

following iformation in support of its abandonment notice:

Proposcd Consummation Date: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(2

ALARB expects 1o be able to consummatce the proposed abandonment on or afier Apnl 21,
2013 (50 days afier filing the notice of excmption).

Certification: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.5((h)

ALAD certifics that the Line satisfics the criteria for abandonment under the exemption
provisions«at 49 C.F.R. Pait 1152, Subpart F  Sce Venficauion of J Michacl Carr, President,
Alabama Railroad Co., attached hereto as Exhibit A. During the past two years, there has been

no local common carrier service provided over the Line nor have there been any requests for




common carrier service during that period, but poruons of the Line may have been used for
purposes of freight car storage  Use of the line lor [reight car storage, however, does not
disqualify ALAB from mvoking the Board™s abandonment notice of cxemption procedures.

Additional Information Required: 49 C.F.R. §8 1152.22(a)(1)-(4). (7-(8) and (c)(4

Iixact name of applicant (49 C.I.R. § 1152.22

a)( 1

Alabama Railroud Co

Whether applicant 1s a common carricr by ratlroad (49 C.I' R, § 1152 22(a)(2))

ALAB is a Class 11l common carrier by railroad subject to the Board’s jurisdiction under
49 U.S.C. Subtitle [V

Relief sought (49 C.F.R. § 1152 22(a)(3)):

ALAB 15 invoking the Board’s two-ycar-out-of-service class exemplion procedures 10
abandon approximately 7.42 miles of rail line (the “Linc™) located in Monroe County, Alabama,
cxtending from milepost 655.20 {cast ol Route 21, at Tunnel Springs, Alabama) 10 milcpost

662.62 (weslL of Main Strect. in Beaiice. Alabama).

Map (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(2)(4)).

A detailed map showing the location of the Line is auached hereto as Exhibit B.

Applicant’s representative (49 C.E.R _§ 1152.22(a)}(7)).
ALAD’s representative to whom correspondence regarding this abandonment should be

sent 1s as follows.

' See, c.&.. Indiana Southwestern Raillway Co. — Abandonment Exeniption — In Poscy and
Vanderburgh Counties, Ind., STB Docket No. AB 1065X (STB served Dec 23, 2010), cl., The
New York, Susquehanna and Western Railway Corporation — Discontinuance of Service
Exempiion--1n Broome and Chenango Counties, NY, STB Docket No AB-286 (Sub-No 5X)
(STB served Aug 25, 200R) (disuinguishing railcar storage, a private service. from common
carrier service).




Willium A Mullins

Robert A Wimbish

BAKER & MILLER PLLC

2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20037

Tel  (202) 663-7823

Fax: (202) 663-7849

USPS ZIP codes (49 C.I".R. § 1152.22(a)(8)):

The Line lics within U.S Postal Service ZIP Codcs.lcrrilorics 36425 and 36471,

Rural and Community Impact {49 C.I.R. § 1152.22(c)(4))

Because the Line has been dormant for over two years. ALLAB anticipates no adverse
rural or community impact will result [rom 1he proposed abandonment. For the same reason,
there wall be no effect on regtonal or local transportation systems and patterns as a result of
abandonment. and there will be no diversion of traffic to other transportation sysiems or modcs.

The Line does not contain lederally-granted right-of~way. As appropnate. ALAR is
willing prompily 10 make available any infoimation in its possession Lo anyone so requesting it.
Labor Protection

The interests of affected railroad employees. if any, will be protected by the conditions

discussed in Oregon Short Line R. Co. — Abandonment — Goshen. 360 1 C C 91 (1979).

Certifications

Attached hereto as Exhibit C are Certificates of Service and Publication certilying that
ALARB has complied with the notice and newspaper publication requirements set forth at
49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) and 49 C.I' R. § 1105.12, respectively. Auached as Exhibt Dis a
certificauon of compliance with the advance notice requircments for Environmental and Historic

Reports as set forthat 49 CFR §1105.11.




Environmental and Historie Report

[n keeping with its certification of compliance with the provisions o'49 C.I' R, §
1105.11, ALAD has prepared a consolidated Environmental and Historic Report (“E&HR™)
conforming to the requirements ol 49 C.I'R §§ 1105.7 and 11058 A copy of that E&IIR was
previously served upon the Board's OfTice of Environmental Analysis. but is also attached herelo
as Attachment | to Exhibit D (ALAB’s scetion 1105.11 certification).

Respectfully submited,

/‘9—&‘1,1?% =
William A. Mullm§

Robert A Wimbish

BAKER & MILLIER PLLC
2401 Pennsylvania Ave,. NW
Suite 300

Washinglon. DC 20037

Tel:  (202) 663-7823

Fax: (202) 663-7849

Attorneys fo: Alabama Railroad Co
March 1. 2013




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X)

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO.
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA

EXEMPTION NOTICE

EXHIBIT A

VERIFICATION




VERIFICATION

1, J. Michael Carr, President of the Alabama Railroad Co. (*“ALAB”) hercby verify and certify
that no local traffic has moved over the subject portion of ALAB's rail system (the “Line™)
extending from milepost 655 2 (east of Route 21, at Tunnel Springs, Alabama) to milepost
662.62 (west of Mawn Street. in Beatrice, Alabama) for at least two years

[ also hereby venify and certify that there 1s no overhcad traffic on the Line that has been,
or would need to be, rcrouted as a result of the proposed abandonment. 1 further verify and
certify that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the Linc (or filed by a state or
local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over the
Line either is pending with this Board ar any U S. District Court or has been decided in favor of
the complainant within the said two-year period. [ also certify that I am duly authorized to make
this verification.

I hereby verify that the informauion contained in the forepoing abundonment notice of

exemplion is true and correct 1o the best of my inlormation and belief.

are
President, Alabama Ranlroad Co.

Dated" February 28, 2013 Méﬂ
. Michael C )
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WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X)

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO.
-~ ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION —
IN MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA

EXEMPTION NOTICE

EXHIBIT B

MAP
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASIHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X)

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO.
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA

EXEMPTION NOTICE

EXHIBIT C

CERTIFICATIONS OF
SERVICE/PUBLICATION




Certificate of Service

49 C.ER. § 1152.50(d)1) — Notice

I certify that. in accordance with the requirements ol 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1), I served
the following partics with the writien notice of intent of Alabama Raitroad Co . to usc the
Board’s notice ol’excmption procedures lo abandon approximately 7.42 miles of railroad line
locaied 1in Monroe county. Alabama

Public Service Commission

Britt Roberts, Dircctor

Public Service Commission of Alabama
Transportation Division

P.O. Box 304260

Monlgomery, AL 36130

Telephone: (334) 242-5980

Alabuma Department of Transportation

1409 Coliseum Bivd

Montgomery, AL 36110

Telephone. (334) 242-6080

Department of Defense (Military Traffic Management Command, Transportation
Engincering Agency, Railroads for National Defense Program
David Dorlman

SDDC TEA

Railrouds for National Defense

709 Ward Dr, Bldg 1990

Scott AFRB, IL 62225

Telephone: (618) 220-5741

The National Park Scrvice, Recreation Resources Assistance Division
Charlie Stockman

Nauional Park Service

Rivers & Trails Conscrvation Progrum

1201 Eye Street, NW, 9th Floor (Org. Code 2220)

Washington. D.C. 20005

Telephone- (202) 354-6900




U.S. Department of Agriculture, Chief of the Forest Service
Thomas [. Tidwell, Chief

Forest Service

U.S Department of Agriculture

Sidney R. Yates Federal Building

201 14th Street SW

Washington, DC 20024

March 1, 2013 _ﬁ,_d_?/n—mleoi:-__

Robert A. Wimbish
Altorney for Alabama Railroad Co.




Certificate of Publication

49 C.F.R. § 1105.12 — Newspaper Notice

1 eertily that a “Netice ol Intent 10 Abandon™ was published in the foim preseribed by the
Board for a Notice of Exemption (49 C.F.R. § 1105.12) The notice was published one time in
the Monroe Journal (February 21, 2013). a newspaper of general circulation in Monroe County,

Alabama. through which the subject rail line proposed for abandonment traverses.

March 1. 2013 ‘@_é:_fml_«l_____

Robert A. Wiumbish
Auorney for Alabama Railroad Co
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[ NOTICE OF INTENT TO :
ABANDON RAIL SERVICE
STB DOCKET |
NO. AB-463 (Sub No. 1X) !
Alabama HRarroad Co {'AFIC)
gives notice thai on or about March'
1, 2013, h inlends 1o file with the
Surlace Transporiation Board, [
Washinglon, DC 20423, a notico of |
exemplion pursuant lo 49 CFR,
I1152 Subpart F -~ Exempt
Abandanmants, permitting ARC to
:nbandon approxmaltoly 7.42 miles
ol rail line (the "LiNo™) located in
Monroo Gounty, Alabama, extend-
Ing from milepost
8655 2 {onst of Routo 21, at Tunnel
ISprings, Alabama) 1o milopost
662 62 (wast of Main Street, In
|Boatnce. Atabama). The subjact
i Lina traverses Unitod Stotes Postal
Zlp Codes lerritories 36425 and
36471  The proceoding will be
docketad as STB Docket No AB-
463 {Sub No 1X)
Tho proposed acilan " gntalls lhnj

--POST-PUBLICATION AFFIDAVIT OF LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF ALABAMA, MONROE COUNTY

abandonment "of,_and “disconilfu-
ance of rail serico ovor, tho Lmo ,
1The Board's Othice
Environmantal Analyeis (OEA) gen—'
erally will prepare an
Environmantal Assessment (EA),
which normally will be available 25
days after the fiimg of tha abandon-
monl nolice of cxemption.
Comments on enwironmental and
éenergy mallers should be filed no
vlatar then 15 days after the EAS
bacomes avallable to the "public
Such commenis will be addressed
In a Board docision  Interestod per-
snns may oblam a copy of the EA
o: make Inquines regarding enwi-
ronmental matters by wnting to
OEA, Surlace Transporiation
Board, 385 E Strgel, SW,
Washington, D C 20423 or by call-
'Ing thal olilce at {202) 245-0295
Approprniate offers ol linancial
assistance 1o continua rail semce'
can bo fllad with the Board '
Flequesls for environmental cand-

tions,” publc use conditiorisor ray®
JbankingArails use aiso can be filed '
‘with the Board, An onginal and 10,
coples of any pleading thal raises |
matlers other than environmental
1ssues (such as lrals public usa,
and offers of (inanclal asslstanca)
must be hled directly with tho;
Board's Chiol of the Saction nl'-
Admunistration, Office of!
Proceedings, 395 E Steet, SW,, |
Washington, DC 20423 [sce 49
CFR 1104 1({a) and 1104 3(a)], and
ona copy musl bo served on appll--

[cants’ representativa [see 49 CFR

1104.12{a)]” QuoEtcHs ragarding |
olers of financial assistance, publfc
|use,antrails yse,may:be dnecled 1o |
jthe  Bqard’s,..Ofico_of Public |
Assislance, Governmental Afiars, |
land Comphance al 202-245-0230. |
Copies ol any comments or
| requests for specilic Board action
should be served on Ihe applicant’s !
raprosentative  Waltlam A Mulhns,
,BAKER & MILLER PLLC, 2401|
’Pannsylvnn’la Ave., N'W, ¥300,
1Washington, DC 20037: phona*
-202-663-7823 lax 202-883-7849
lFebruary. 21, 20138c B

Belore me, a noiary public in and for the county and statc above listed, personally appeared

Kermit Balton, who, by me duly sworn, deposes and says thal:

‘My nama 1s Kermit Bollon | am the publisher of The Monroe Journa) "

The the

Newspaper published the ainached lega! notice(s) m 1ssue{s) ol

\:"-‘b’u&%ll 2013
charged for publicalions was S_I. 3 8’ @ O

sad publications does not exceed the lowest classified rate paid by commercial cuslomers for an

(dates ol publcauion) [he sum

The sum charged by the Newspaper for

adverusement of smilar size and frequency mn the same newspaper(s) in which the publc
notlce(s) appeared,

There are no agreemenis between the Newspaper and the officer or attorney charged with the
duty of placing the atiached legal adverising notices wherchy any advantage, gawn or profi

accrued fo sawd olfficer or altorney

bsc:zed this _&-day of 4-';1))\1.&.-‘“«__ 20 133 .

Notary Public
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X)

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO.
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA

EXEMPTION NOTICE

EXHIBIT D

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE
WITH ENVIRONMENTAL AND
HISTORIC REPORT REQUIREMENTS




Certificate of Compliznce

49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 — Advance Distribution of Environmental and Historic Report

I hereby centify thal. on February 8, 2013, a copy of Alabama Railroad Co.'s
Consolidated Environmental and Historic Report (appended hereto as Autachment 1) for the
proposcd abandonment encompassed by ST13 Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No 1X). along with a
transmiltlal letter conforming 10 the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11, was served upon the
following entitics as prescribed by 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105 7(b) and 1105 8(c) (a sumple copy ol the
transmittal letiers is also appended hereto as part of Atlachment 1):

State Clearinghouse

Alubama Depariment of Transportation
1409 Coliseum Blvd

Montgomery. AL 36110

Telephone* (334) 242-6080

State Environmental Protection Agency

Lance R. LeFleur, Direclor

Alabama Department of Environmental Management
1400 Coliscum Boulevard

Montgomury, Alabama 36130-1463

Telephone: (334) 271-7710

State Coastal Zone Management

Susan Dingman S/W

Alabama Deparument of Environmental Management (“ADEM?)
4171 Commanders Drive, Aun: Coastal Program

Mobile, Alabama 36615-1421

Telephone: (251) 432-6533

Head of cach county &/ or political entity

The Honorable Greg Norris

Judge of Probate & President of Monroe County Commission
P O. Box 8

Monrocville. AL 36461

Telephone: (251) 743 4107

Alan Bishop. Mayor
Town of Beatrice

P O. Box 56

Beatrice, AL 36425
Phone. (251) 789 2363




Regional Office of the Environmental Protection Agency

Gwendolyn Keyes Fleming, Regional Administraior
U.S. Envizonmenta! Prolection Agency

Region 4 (AL, MS, GA, FL, SC. NC, TN, KY)

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Cenler

61 Forsyth Strect, SW

Atlanta, GA 30303

Telephone. (404) 562-9900

The US Fish & Wildlifc Service

Cindy Dohner, Regional Director

U.S. Fish & Wildlifc Service

Region 4 (Al.. AR, FL, GA, KY, LA, MS, NC, SC, TN, PR/Virgin Islands)
Century Center

1875 Century Boulevard, Suite 400

Atlama, GA 30345

Telephone: (404) 679-4000 (Regional Director’s Office)

US Fish & Wildlife Service

Daphne Ecological Services Field Oftice
1208 B Main Street

Daphne, Alabama 36526

U.S. Army Corp of Engincers

Rudy Villarreal

Regulatory AlfTairs

Inland Team South

U.S. Army Engineer District, Mobile
I’.O. Box 2288

Mobile, Al. 36628-0001

Telephone: (251) 690-2505

Planning & Environmental Division
U.S. Army Engineer District, Mobilc
I.0. Box 2288

Mobile, AL 36628-000t

Real Listale Division

U.S. Army Cngincer District, Mobile
P.0. Box 2288

Mobile, AL 36628-0001




The National PPark Service

Gardon Wissinger, Acting Regional Director
National Park Scrvice

100 Alabama Street, SW

1924 Building

Atlanta, GA 30303

Telephone (404) 507-5600

Charlie Stockman

Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program
National Park Service - RTCA Program

1201 Eye St., NW, 9th Floor (Org Codc 2240)
Wiashington, DC 20005

Telephone: (202) 354-6907

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Dr William Bill Puckcu

USDA. Natural Resources Conservation Service
P O Box 31t.338] Skyway Drive

Auburn, AL 36830

Telephone (334) 887-4500

US Soil Conservation Service

Jason Weller, Chiel

USDA, NRCS, Office of the Chicf

1400 Independence Ave., SW. Room 5105-A
Washington, DC 20250

Telephone: (202) 720-7246

National Geodetic Survey

Juliana Blackwell, Dircctor
National Geodcuic Survey
1315 East-West 1lighway
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282
Telephone: (301) 713-3242

State Historic Preservation

Frank W White

Alabama Historical Commission

468 South Perry Street, P. O. Box 300900
Monigomery, AL 36130-0900
Telephone. (334) 230-2690




Public Service Commission

Britt Roberts. Director

Public Service Comnussion of Alabama
Transportation Division

P.O Box 304260

Montgomery, AL 36130

Telephone: (334) 242-5980

Alabama Departiment of Transporlation
1409 Coliscum Blvd

Montgomery, AL 36110

Telephone. (334) 242-6080

Department of Defense (Military Traffic Management Command, Transportation
Engincering Agency, Railroads for National Defense Propram)

David Doifiman

SDDC TEA

Railroads (or National Defense
709 Ward Dr., Bldg. 1990
Scott AFB. IL 62225
Telephone. (618) 220-5741

The National Park Scrvice, Recreation Resourees Assistance Division

Chathe Stockman

Nntonal Park Service

Rivers & Trails Conscrvation Program

1201 Eye Strect, NW, 9th Floor (Org. Code 2220)
Washington. D.C. 20005

Telephone. (202) 354-6900

RTCA National Park Scrvice
Atlanta Federal Center

1924 Building

100 Alabama Streel, S.W
Atlanta. Georgia 30303

AR VAR

Robett A. Wimbish
Auoincey for Alabama Railrond Co
March 1., 2013




ATTACHMENT 1
ENVIRONMFENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
INCLUDING SAMPLE TRANSMITTAL LETTER




BEFORE TUF,
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ROARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STR Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X)

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO.
= ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN MONROLE COUNTY, ALABAMA

CONSOLIDATED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

Willinm A, Mullins

Robert A. Wimbish

BAKER & MILLER PLLC

2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Suite 300

Washington, DC 20037

Tel: (202) 663-7423
wmullins@bakerandmiller.com

February 8, 2013 Atlorneys for Alabanma Railread Co.
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASIHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X)

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO.
— ABANDONMENT EXEMIFTION -~
IN MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA

CONSOLIDATED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HHISTORIC REPORT

In the ahove-captioned proceecding, Alabama Railroad Co. ("ALLAR”) intends 1o abandon
approximately 7 42 miles of ruilroad (hercimafler, the “Line™) extending from milepost 655.2
(east of Route 21. at Tunnel Springs, Alabama) 10 milepost 662.62 (west of Main Strect. in
Beatrice, Alabama). In accoidance with 49 CFR §§ 1105 7 and 1105 8, ALAB hercby submits
the lollowing consolidated Environmental and thstonic Report (“*E&HR™ or “Repont™);

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(n I'ROPOSEDN ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Deseribe the proposed acton, including commaodities (ransported, the planned disposition
(if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes
in current operations or maintenance practices. Also deseribe any reasonable alternatives
1o the propesed action, Include 2 readable, detailed map and drawings clearty delineating
the projeet.

ALAB' praposcs to abandon approximately 7 42 miles of il line extending from
milepost 655.2 (near Tunnel Springs, Alabama) to milepost 662.62 (end of linv, near Beanice,
Alabama), located entirely in Momoc County. Alabama A map delincating the proposed
projeci/abandonment is attached as Exhibit 1 Upon obtaining authonty to abandon the Line.
ALAB plans 1o remove the Line’s rail and salvageable track material (such as tie plates,
[asteners, crossties, und, possibly, the upper layer of ballast), and will dispose of the underiymy
real cstate comprising the Line’s right-ol~way to the extent it is held in fee by ALAB

The Line has been out of service for aver iwo years, and ALAR may therefore avail itsell

' ALAB 15 nmong 17 Class 11§ raitronds commonty controlled by Pioneer Railcorp (“Fioncer™).
Sec Pioneer Railcoip — Continuanee in Contiol Exemption — Gemgna Southern Railway Ca..
SB Finance Docket No. 35323 (STB served Deceraber 2, 2009). ALAB was acquired by
Pioncer Railcorp in 1991, See Pioncer Raleoip Co | Ine. — Continuance in Conirol Exemption -
Alnbama Railroid Co , STB Finance Docket No. 31944 (STR seived October 10, 1991).




- ——

of the abandomnent provisions at 49 CFR part 1152, subpart F (Cxempt Abandonments. ef e, ).

ALARB doces not intend as pant of the sutvage and/or re-deployment of rail and teack
material (0 disturb the sub-grade o1 sub-giade structures, and it will not engage in any excavalion
or other so1l/ground disturbance activiies  Ahandonment and the resuhant salvage of the Line
will eliminate 12 ai-giade rail-highway crossings — 5 puvate crossings, and 7 public crossings.

The only alieinative 1o abandonment would be for ALAR nat 10 abandaon the Line, and
instcad to retam it. ALAB would in so doing incui losses associated with the ownership of
unused ruil assets  1he no-uction aliernative, in which the il assels would remain in piace,
would frustratc AL.AB"s and. by cxiension, Pioncer’s plans to extract value from otherwise
unused assets, and, us appropiiate, to re-deploy certain of the Line’s rail assets on other Pioncer-
conlrolled 1alroads. The no-action alicmative would also foree at-grade rail-highway crossing
swi face improvement costs upon ALAR and/or the surrounding commumtics.

(2) TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

Describe the effeets of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems and
patterns. Estunate the amount of traffic (passenger ar (reight) that will be diverted to
other transporfation systems ar modes as a result of the proposed action.

The Line has had no freight uuffic for over two years. and, for this reason. the proposed
ubnndonment will not sffect regional or loeal trunsportation systems/patierns. No passenger or
freight trafTic would he diverted to other systems or modes as a result of the proposed action

()  LAND USE

(i) Based on consultation with loeal and/or regional plunning agencies and/or 2
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposcd action is consistent with esisting land use plans,
Deseribe any inconsistencies,

ALAD belicves that the proposed ahandonment is consistent with, and would promole,
existing land use plans  The land adjoining the Line consists ol rural open lands (fields), rolling
hills. and lorested arcas

By letters dated February 8, 2013, copies of this Repoit have been mailed to the
uppropriate local and state contacts, including The Honorable Greg Noiris (Judge of I'robate &
President ol the Monroe County Comnussiun) and Alan Bishop (Mayo for the Town of
Beatrice) Sce E&HR Consuttation Letter Fxample and Service List. attached as Exhibit 2.

(ii)  Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conscrvation Service, state the effect
of the proposed action on any prime agricultural land,

ALAB does not belicve thal the proposed abandonment would adversely affect any prime
agricultural land  As indicated above. the land through which the Line traverses includes flat
terrain and rolling hills. Fuithcimore, the proposed abandonment should not in any way
conuribute 1o farmland loss, and could w fact permit the abandoned right-of-way 1o be converted,
where practicable. to farmland usc. Neveriheless, ALAB has notified the United Sues
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Depuriment of Agriculiuee’s Naturel Resowees Conservation Service of the praposed
abandonment by letter dated Febiuary 8. 2013 1o which letier this 1i& R was appended),

: soliciting inpul on the proposed abandonment’s potential efTects on prime agriculimal land. Sce
| E&HR Consuhianion Letter Example and Service List. sttached as Exhibn 2.
. (ii) I the action affeets land or water uses within a designated coastal zone,

include the coastal zone information required by 1105.9.

ALARB has consulied with Susan Dimgman of the Alabama Depaiiment of Environmental
Management’s Coastal Program (“ADEMCP"), and has determined that the proposed
abandonment would nat be subjeet ta review under the state’s coastal zone management plan.
Nevertheless, to assure compliance wath the iequirements ol 49 CFR § 1105.9, ALAB hus served
a copy of this Repaat on ADEMCP by letter dated Febiuary 8, 2013 See F&HR Consultation
Letter Example and Service List, attached as Exhibn 2,

(iv) T the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-
way ¢ suitable forr alternativ ¢ public use under 19 US.C. 10905 and explam
why.

ALAB believes that the Line might be suitable for aliernate pubhc use  For example. the
! Line's right-of-way might be suied foi use as a recreational tranl.

(4) ENERGY

(i) Deseribie the effect of the propased action an truaspoviation of energy
resOuI Ces,

There has been no local or overhead trafTic on the Line i at least two yeurs, and, lor this
reason, ihe propused abandonment will have ne effeet on the transpartation of encrgy resources

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on reeyelable commaodities.

Because there has been no rail commuon canier transportation provided over the Line for
a1 least two years, the proposed abandonment should have no effect on the iranspor tation and/or
recovery of recyclable commodities

(iii)  State whether the proposed action will result in un increase or decrease in
overall energy efficieney and explain why.

Because there has been no rail common canier transportation provided over the Line for
at least 1wo years, the abandonment should have no effeet on overall energy usuge

(iv) Il the proposed action will eause diversions from rail to motor carriage of
muore than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or
(B)  Anaverage of 50 rail earloads per mile per year for nny part of

the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy
comsumplion and show the duta and wmethodolagy used to

"
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arrive at the figure given,

No trafTic will be diverted to motor cansiers as a result of the proposcd abandonment, and,
by extension, there will be no trufTic diversions that would exceed the thresholds stated above

(5) AR

()]

If the proposed action will result m either:

(A

(B)

()

An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 pereent (measured in gross
tlon miles annually) o1 an increase of at least cight traing a day on any
sepment of vail lme aflfected by the praposal , or

An increase in rail yard activity of at least 1) percent (measured by
carload netivity), or

An average inerease in truck traffic of more than 10 pereent of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road
scgmient, quantify the anticipated cffeet on air emissions. For a
propasal under 49 U.K.C. 10901 (or [0805) to cunsiruct 2 new line or
reinstitute service over a previously abandoned line, only the cight
train o day  provision in sub-section (S)(i)(A)} will apply.

The above 1hresholds will not be excecded

(i)

if the proposed action affects a eluss 1 or non-nttninment aren under the
Clean Air Act. and will result m either:

(A)

(B)

©

An mnereasce in rail traffic or at least S0 percent (nreasured in gross ton
miles annually) or an inerease of af least three trains o day on any
segmertd of rail line,

An inerease in rail vard sctivity of ot Tenst 20 percent (imeasured by
carload etivity), or

An averape increase in truck traffie of more than 10 percent of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, the
state whether any expected inereused emissions are within the
paramcters established by the State Implementation Plan, However,
for a rail construction 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 49 U.8.C. 10505), or a case
invalving the reinstitution of service over u previously abandoned line,
anly the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.

Based upon 40 CFR § 81.301. ALAB behieves that Monroc County is nor designated as a
non-attamment area, and that the above-stated thresholds are therefore inupphicable.
Nevertheless, the abave thresholds will not be exceeded

(iii)

If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and
ficon) is contemplated, identify: the materigls and quantity; the frequency of
serviee; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the spplicint’s
safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents und spills,
contingency plans (o deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
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aecidental release of nzone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

Nol applicable
(6) NOISE

If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this sectton are surpassed, state
whether the propased action will eause:

{i) An incremuental inerease in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or

(i)  anincrease to a noise kevel of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. 11 ao, identify
sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities, and nursing homes) in the projeer area, and quantify the noise
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

None of the thresholds in item 5(i) of this section will be exceeded.
(7)  SAFETY

(i) Deseribe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle delay time at reilroad grade crossings).

The proposed abandonment of a long-om-uf-service rail hine shoukd have no maienal
adverse impact on public health and safety  In [act. once the subject abandonment notice off
cxemption takes cffecl and the Line is salvaged, ALARB will close permanently 7 public road
crossings und 5 privaic crossings, thereby enhuncing roadway salety by lacilitaing safer driving
conditions. and elimimating distractions to vchicular iraffic crossing the Line

(ii) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported | identily: the
materinls imd quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemieals are
heing transported that, if wmived, could react to form more hazardous
compuounds; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant’s safety record (to the extent available) on derailinents, accidents
and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and
the likelibood of un aceidental release of hazardous materials.

No hazardous maicrials are expeceied to be transported, and, indeed, no freight haflic has
moved over the Line in more than two vears

(iii)  Ifthere are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have heen
known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way; 1dentify the loeation of

those sites and the types of hazardous materinls involved.

ALARB has no knowledge of hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known
hazardous matevials smils on the Line's right-al-way or on adjacent lund.

(8) BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
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(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether
the proposcd aetion is likely 10 adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as u eritical habitat, and il so, describe the effects.

ALAB docs not believe that the proposed action is likely to adversely alTect endangered
or threatened specics or aicas designated as o critical habitat. ALAB has notified the regional
office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("USF&W™) 1n an ¢ffort 1o determine whether the
proposed abandonment will adversely afTect endangered or threatened species or areas
designated as critical habutat, A copy of this Repoit was attached to the letter sent 1o USF&W.
See E&HR Consultation Leter Example and Service List, attached as Exhbit 2.

ALAR's proposed rail salvage activities would 1ake place upon existing ALAB right-of-
way. Actess to ALAB's nght-of-wny for purposes of any salvage activity would be
accomplished via the right-of~way itself, and/or via existing public and/or private grade
crossings. The proposed abandonment and anticipated track salvage would not requue the
creation of new aceess poiats to the Line, and would not involve removal ol ices o1 other
wildlile habitat on limds adjcent to the existing milroad right-of-way

(i)  State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or
forests will be affected, and deseribe any cffeets.

Based on investigation, ALAB 1s unaware of uny wildhife sunctuatics o1 refuges, Nauonal
or State parks or forests that would be adversely afiected by the proposed abandonment.
Nevertheless, ALAB has nouficd the National Park Service (“NPS”) of the proposed
abandonment A copy of this Report was attached 1o the letter sent 1o NI'S. See E&IIR
Consultation Letter Example and Service List, attached as Ixhibit 2

) WATER

(i) Rased on consultetion with State water quality officiuls, state whether the
proposed acunn is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local weter
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

ALAB is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consisient wath applicable
water quality standards. ALAR hag conwected the Alabama Department of Environmental
Meanagement ("ADEM®™) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“USEPA™) by
letters dated February 8, 2013, A copy of this report was attached 10 each of the letters. Sce
E&HR Consuliation Letier Example und Service List, atinched as Exlnbn 2

Asndicated above, ALAB anuicipates that. following the elTective date of the subject
abandonment notice of exemption, it will engage in the removal of the Line™s track and 1rack
malerial. Any such track salvage activitics will take place above the surface of the ground, and.
thus, salvage will not involve any excavation, grading, or other ground o1 soil disturbance. Asa
result, the proposed abandonment will not uigger the need for any storm water mitigation,
mcluding a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (“*NPDES") penmt.

(in) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engincers, state whether
permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are
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required for the proposed action amd whether any designated wetlands or
100-year flood pliins will be affected. Deseribe the effects.

ALAB belicves thut ~ (1} no permits under secuon 404 of the Clean Water Act will be
required for the proposed ubundonment, and (2) no designated wetlands or 100-yew lood plains
will be affecied. Upon receiving abandonment authority, 1emoval of wack material will be
accomplished by usic of the right-of~way for access, along with access via existing public and
prvale crossings as neeessary  No new access rouds will be created for purposes of irack
sulvage  ALADB wall not distuib any ol the Line's underlying 1oadbecd. nor will it undertake any
ground disturbance activitues that would cause sedimentauon or erosion of the sonl (such as
excavation or grading), and ALLAB does not anticipate any dredging or use of fill i the removal
ol the truck materal, Moreover. ALAB does not anticipaie undeitaking any salvage acuivity that
would disturb streams, streambeds, or wetlands. The crossties and/or ather debns associated
with salvage. il removed, will be transpoited away from the Line, and wall not be discarded
ulong the right-of-way  Such materials will not be pluced or lefl in streams o3 wetlands, or along
the banks of such wateiways. Also. during track remaval, appropriate measures will be
implemenied to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubiicants o1 any other pollutant materials
[rom cnicring any waterways. For these reasons, ALAB belicves that a permit under Section 404
of the Clean Water Act will not be 1equired

ALAB has contacted the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers —by letier duied February 8,
2013. A copy of this Report was attached o the letier See E&HR Consullation Letter Example
and Service List, nttached as lxhibat 2,

{iii)  State whether permits under seetion 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
(342) are required for the proposed action,

ALAB believes that ne permit under section 402 of the Clean Waner Act would be
required for the abandonment  (Sece discussion in section 9 (1) and (ii). above.) Nevertheless,
ALAB has comacted the ADEM and 1he USEPA by tetier daied January _. 2013, secking
guidance on any poiential water quality impacts (based on applicable water quality standards)
and 1 determining whether the proposed abandonment is consistent with such federal, state, or
local standards. A copy of this report was attached to the leter. See B&HR Consultation Letier
Example and Service List, anached as Exhibit 2.

(10)  PROPOSED MITIGATION

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse envirenmental impacets,
indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

ALARB docs not expect any adverse envitonmental impact will resuli from the proposed
abandonment and, therefare, is of the opinion thut mitigaung aclion is unnceessaty. ALAR wall,
of course, cooperate m any luriher evaluation of proposed remedial/mitigation actions which
inicresied federal, state, andfor local agencies may reconunend to the Roard
(11}  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR RAIL CONSTRUCTIONS

Not applicable




HISTORIC REPORT

49 CFR § 1105.8(c):

(1) AUS.G.S, topographic map (or alternate map dreawn to scale and sufficiently
detailed to show buildings and ather structures in the viemnity of the proposed
action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and
approvimate dimensions of railrond structures that are 50 years old or older and
ave part of the propesed action;

Topogiaphic maps depicting the location of the Line slated for abandonment and the
location of structures that are belicved 1o be 50 years old or old and that are located along the
Line ane attached as Exhubit 3 'hese maps arc being supplicd 1o the Alabama | listorical
Commission (“AlIC") us pant of u complete copy of this report. ALARB undenstands that there
are fow extant rmlroad structures on the Line that may be 50 ycars old or older, thhce bridges?
and a tunnel

(2) A writien deseription of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, o the
extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the
surrounding areu;

Accoiding Lo ALAB records. the Line’s nght-ol-way 1s predommantly 100 feet in width
The Line runs adjacent to lands of varying uscs, ranging from foresied open land 1o rural
farmlmxl The topography is gencrully Nat, with some rolling hills.

3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroud
structures on the property that are S0 years old or older and of the immediately
surrounding nrea;

ALAB has determined than there are four extant or rilroad stiuctures along the Line -
onc tunnel and three bridges — that may be 50 yeats old or older. The approximaie Jocation of
cach such structure 1s shown on the U.S.G S, mups attached as Exhibit 3? The tunnel is located
at/nem mulepost 657 2. The three extant bridges along the Line arc as follows: (1) a roughly
229" woaden span at mlepost 658.8; (2) a 46'7” wooden span at milcpost 659.8; and, (3) a
70*10” woudcen span at milepost 661 0 ALAB has photogiaphed and documented cach of these

% Although this Report includes discussion of three rlroad bridges, in the interest of full
disclosure, there was once another 1ailroad bridge located along the Line, Bradge 38 at MP 658.5,
which was burned (and completely destioyed) by vandals well over 2 years ago  This Report
docs, however, include photegraphs ol the location of Lhis destroyed bridge.

1 ALAB has no records permitung it to confirm definiuvely thal the three remaining bridges are
indeed 50 ycars old o1 older. 3ased on construction, design. and current condition, however,
ALARB is of the opiuon that the lnidges are most likely at least 50 years old.




structures. and has supphed original photographs of cach such steucture 1o ANC T evaluanon.
(Copies uf the aforementioned photogiaphs are attached hereto as Exhibit 4,) Aside Irom the
materials included in Exhibit 4. ALAB docs not have any additional information tn 1ts possession
(such as engineenng diagrams o other records) that at believes would be usclul in aiding in any
lustorical structures analysis.

ALAD does not anticipate weinoving or dismantling any of the bridges, and 1L has no plans
to alier or remave the {unnel

(4) The date(s) of construction of the struciure(s), and the date(s) and cxtent of any
major alterations, to the extent sach information is known;

According 10 the imited information in ALABs possession, the three extant bridges
along the Line and the wnnel are behieved to have been built at least 50 years ago ALAR does
not know when these bridges or the tunnel waie built, and has no construction o1 engineering
tecords that could aid in deteimining hkely construciion dates. ALAI has not undeitalen any
major improvenients 10 these bridges or the tunnel during the term of ALAB's ownership

5) A brief narrative history of carvier operations in the area, and an explanation of
what, if any, changes aie contemplated as 2 result of the proposed action;

‘The Line that is the subject of this abandonmem proceeding constitutes the northernmost
7.42 miles of a stub-ended bianch line currently extending fiom Flomaton, Alabama (and a
connection there with CSXT) at n1s southein end to Beatrice. Alubama, at its northern end. in
1991, CSX Transportation. Inc. (*CSXT™) sold the then roughly 61-mile long brunch line
(which, al that time, extended from Flometon 1o Corduroy, Alabama) 10 the Wabash and Grand
River Railway Co. (“WGRR™)." Lawer that sume year, WGRR sald the entire bianch 10 ALAB,*
with ALAR's corporate parent, Pioncer Railcorp, simuliuneously obtaining regulatory authority
to contrul ALAB as the newest addition 1o its short line family.® 1n 1995, ALAR abandoned the
northem portion of the bianch fiom milepost 662 62 ai Beatrice 10 milepost 666.3 a1 Corduroy,’
thereby resulting in the cuirent branch line configuration.

Aside from the more recent ownership history supplicd above, ALAB has no historical
recoids ol its own relating 10 the Line  But, based upon initial research, the subject 1ine appears
lo have been constructed as the Pensacola & Sclma Ratlroad ("PSR™), which thereafier became a
part of the Louisville & Nashville Raifroad (“*L&N™). L&N, in turn, ultimately became a pant of
CSXT The original PSR linc proceeded north from Corduroy 1o Sclma, Alabama The

* Wabash & Grand River Ranlway Uo. — Acquisition and Operanon Bxemption — CSX
Transporiation, [nc., Line Between Flomaton and Corduroy. AL, STB Finance Docket No.
31868 (STR served September 17, 1991).

* Alabama Rajlrgnd Co. — Acquisition and Operation Faemption — Wabash & Grand Rives
Railway, STB Financc Docket No. 31943 (STB served Oclober 10, 1991).

® Pioncer Railcorp Ca., Inc. — Comtinvance in Control Exemption — Alabama Raulvoad Co., STB

Finance Docket No. 31944 (STB scrved October 10, 1991)

? Alabama Rairoad Co — Abandonment Exemption — In Monrve County, Al., STB Fmance

Docket No. AB-463X (STB served December 1. 1995).
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Corduroy-Selma portion of the original PSR was abandoned prior 10 1986 Another puruon of
the oniginal PSR route north ol Peterman, Alabama, was abandoned in approximately 1994

ALAR intends. upon fhe eifecuvencess ol the abandonment exemption, o erminaie 1ls
rail common carrier obligauon avet, and 10 abandon, the Line ALAB would salvage the 1l and
track matenial thal possesses positive net salvage value. and potentially may opl 1o re-deploy
salvaged items on other Proncer-contralled rail lines. ALARB dues not intend 10 dismantle or
remove any biidpes along the Line or 1o demolish the tunmel  The right-of-way will exther be
disposed of or the casements will be relinquuished (1o the extent ALAB does not own in [ee any
portion of the subject right-of-way). or the corridor may be preserved under an unerim uail use
arrangement

(0) A brief summary of documents in the carrier’s possession, such as engincering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be
vintoric;

AlLAB is onc of many owners of the subject rail assets. ALAIS was not supplicd with,
and dues not have, engincering drawings of the aforementioned bridges or tunnel  The only
relevant docanents in ALADR s possession have been included in Hxhibit 4,

) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad’s possession) as
1o whether the site and/or strnctures meet the eriterin for listing on the National
Register of Hhstoric Places (36 C.F.R. § 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeologieal resources or any other previously unknown historic proper ties in the
project area, and the basis for these opinions (including any consuliations with the
State Historic Preservauou Office, locud historical sacicties or universities);

As indicated above, ALAB’s records indicate that there are fow extant siuctures (three
bridges and one tunnel) on or adjacent fo the Line that may be 50 years old or older. In ALAB's
opinion. these structures would not meet the criteria for lisung on the Nauonal Regisier off
Histonic Places  As the photographs supplied 10 AHC suggest. none of the subject structures
appears 10 have unijue or otherwise significant design characterisucs. Morcover. none of these
structures is linked 10 events or historie significance. ALAB understands that cemaining brdges
in guestion could be used in the event that the Line's nght-of-way was to be converted into
recreational rml. And. again, ALAI has no plans 10 remowve or alter any of the bridges or the
tunnel located along the hine (aswde from possibly removing the rail and other rack material
located upon or along the siructurcs).

ALAIL 15 unaware of any archeologicul resources or any uiher previously unhnown
historic propertics on the Line’s right-ol-way

(8) A description (based on readily availuble information in the railroad’s possession) of
any known prior subswrfice ground disturbance or fill, environmental eonditions
(naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of
resonrces (such as swampy conditions or the presence of (oaic waste), amd the
surrounding terrain.

ALAB has no records of, and is unaware of, any known subsurface ground disturbance or
fill, or environmental condittons that might affect the recovary of archeological resources.
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Undoubtedly, nack work and/or constiuction had oceuned regularly over the many years that the
Laowe hus been in operation. Sueh wank may have affecied the potemtial for recovery of
archeological resoutces
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BAKER 8 Mi.LER PLLC

ATIQHHFYS any COUNSELI ORS

2401 PCHNGYI VANIA AVCNUE NW
SUITE 300
WABHINGION, DE 20017

TELEPIONE (202) 642-7820
FACSIMILL 1202] dud ‘g4

12021 483 7014 {(Ouact Draiy

Agecar A Wikgip-
C ¥ad rembrahoasarandmidlar com

February 8. 2013

Thomas L Tidwell Chtel’

Forest Serviee

U3 Departiment of Agnculiure
Stdney R. Yates Federal Building
201 l4h Swreet SW

Washington, DC 20024

RE: Alahama Railroad Co - Abandorment Exemption - In Monrae Couniy.,
AL STH Ducket No AR-463 (Sub-No 1X)

Dear Chiel Ticwell:

On vr about March 1. 2003, Alabama Rushioud Co ("ALABR™} expects to Tile with the
Surface Transportation 3omd (*STB™) u Nouce ol Exemption pursuant in 49 C IR Pant 1152,
Subpart IF (Exempt Abancdonmenis, ¢t al.). in winch ALAB will seek to abandon approximatcly
7 42 mules ol unl Jine locuted in Monroe County, Alabama, The subject rail hne proposed lor
abandenment (the “Line™) extends from mlepost 655.2 (cast of Route 21, at Tunnel Springs,
Alabama) to milepost 662 62 (west ol Main Street, in Beatrice, Alabamao). ‘I he Line traverses
Umied States Postal Zip Code tweirnories 36425 and 36471,

Attached 15 1 consolidated Environmenial and [hstorie Report (the “E&IHR™ o1 Repoit™)
deseribing the proposed achon and any expected environmental and storie effects, as well as
maps of the alfected men We are providing you with lins Report so that you may review the
information that will form the basis for the STB s mdependent enviranniental analysis ol the
proposed rail line abandonment. 1 any of the information in the attached E&IR is misleading
v ncorreed, 1’ you believe that pertinent infornstion is missing, or 1f you have any questions
ubout the 8TB's envilunmental review process. please cuntact the Oflice ol Environmenial
Analysis (- OEA™). Surface Tiansportation Bourd. 395  Street, SW. Washingion, DC 20423-
001, "TCL., (202) 245-0295. and refer o STB Docket No. AB-403 (Subh-No, [ X). You may alsu
comact the undersigned counsel for ALAR  3ecause stututes and regulutions applicable to rail
line abandonments impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, yow writlen comments
to OGA, il any, would be: apprecisted within 3 weeks. As undersigned counsel for ALAB. |



http://Rnvironnieni.il

Thomus L. Tidwell, Ferest Service, 1 8, Depantment of Agneuliwe
February 8, 2013
Page 2

would appreciate a copy of any comments you miay lile,

Your comments will he considered by the STH in eveluating the envitonmental and/or
historic Bupacis of the contemplated action To the extent such a comment is received before
ALAD files this Notice of Exemption. yow feedback will be included in ALAIS"s Repoit filed
with the ST, ICALADB receives a copy of your commnents nfler [iling 1ts Noues of Exemption
el 1his accompanying Report, it will enswe the STB 1s made aware of vour comment.

As noted m the &R, ALAR does not anticipate that the proposed abandonmemt will
result in any adverse enviropmental or historie inpacis. Furthermore. based on information in
aur possession, Lhe Line dues not cantan fedeially-granted nghis-of-way  Any documentation in
tha railrozd’s possession will Le made availadle pramgtly o those reguesting it Unless you
respond olherwise. we wall assume you coneur wilth ALAB’s judgment that the proposed
abandonment will not result in any adverse environmienial o historic napacts.

If there are any guestions concemning this maniry, please contact me. ALAB's

repicsentative, by munl at. Robert A Wimbish, Baker & Miller, PLLC, 2401 Pennsylvana
Avenue, NW, Smie 300, Washington, DC 20037, by I'AX" (202) 663-7849 by c-manl-
rwimbish@bakerandnulier.com: or by TEL  (202) 6637824

sincerely.

R & 2kal

Robert A Wimbish
Counsel lor Alabezma Rathioad Co.

Enclosure




STR Docket No. AB=463 (Sub-No. I1X)
SERVICE LIST pursuant to 1105.7

State Clearinghouse

Alabwna Department of Transportation
1409 Coliscum Blvd

Montgomery, Al, 36110

Telephone. (334) 242-G0R0O

State Envirommental Protection Agency

Lance R, LeFleur, Director

Alabama Departiment of Environmental Managentent
1400 Coliseum Boulevard

Montgomery, Alabuma 36130-1463

Telephone. (334) 27t-7710

State Coastal Zone Management

Susun Dingman S/WV

Alabama Depaitment of Environmental Management (“ADEM™)
4171 Commanders Drive, Aun: Constal Program

Mobile, Alubama 36G15-1421

Tefephone: (251) 432-6533

Head of each connty &/ or politieal entity

The |lonorable Greg Noniis

Judge of Probate & Presidemt of Monroe County Commussion
P.O Box 8

Monrocville, Al 36461

Telephone: (251) 743 4107

Alan Bishop, Mayor
Town of Beatnce

P.O Box 56

Beauice, Al 36425
Phoie: (251) 789 2363

Regional Office of the Fnvironmental 'eotection Agency

Gwendolyn Keyes Fleming, Regional Administrmio
U.S Environmental Proicction Agency

Region 4 (Al., MS, GA, Fl., 8C, NC, TN, KY)
Sum Nunn Adlunta Fedeial Center

EXHIBIT 2




61 Farsyth Sucel, SW
Atlanta, GA 30303
Telephone (404) 562-9900

The US Fivh & Wildlife Service

Cindy Dohner, Regional Director
US Fish & Wildlite Service

Region 4 (AL, AR, FL.. GA, KY. LA, MS, NC, §C. TN. PR/Virgin Islunds)

Century Center
1875 Century Boulevaid, Suite 100
Auanta, GA 30345

Telephone: (404) 679-4000 (Regional Direcior's Oflice)

[J S Fish & Wildblile Service

Daphne Ecological Services Field Office

12018 B Main Street
Daphne, Alabama 36526

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers

Rudy Vallarreal

Regulatory Affairs

Infand Team South

LLS. Atmy Engineci istnicl, Mobite
PO Rox 2288

Mobile, AL 36628-0001

Telephone: (251) 690-2505

Planning & Environmenlal Division
U.S. Army Engineer Disiiict, Mobile
P.0. Box 2288

Mobile, Al 36628-0001

Real Izstaic Division

U.S. Aumy Engineer District Mabile
P.O. Box 2288

Mobile, Al. 36628-0001

The National Park Service

Gordon Wissinger, Acting Reponal Dircelor

National Park Service
100 Alabams Strect. SW
1924 Building

FXTHBIT 2




Athanta. GA 30303
Telephone (404) 507-5600

Charlie Stockman

Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistunce Program
Nauonal 'ark Service

RTCA Program

1201 Eye St. NW, 91th Fioor (Org Cade 2240)
Washington, DC 20005

Telephone (202) 354-6907

Nutural Resonrces Conservation Service

Dr William Bilt Pucke

USDA, Natural Resources Caonservation Service
P.O. Box 311

1381 Skyway Dnive

Aubum, AL 36830

Telephone: (334) 887-4500

US Noil Conservation Service

Jason Weller, Chiel

USDA. NRCS, OfTice of the Chicf

1400 Independence Ave., S\, Room 5105-A
Washington, DC 20250

Telephone: {202) 720-7246

Nutional Geodetie Survey

Julizna Blackwetl, Divector
National Geodelic Survey
1315 East-Wesi [Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282
Telephone: (301) 713-3242

State Historie Preservation

Frank W. White

Alabama Histmical Commission
4638 South Perry Street

1. O. Box 300900

Monigomery, Al 36130-0900
Telephone. {334) 230-269(

EXHIBIT 2




EXHEIRIT 2

Advance Notice Cuntacts
Service Last pursuant to 1152 50

Public Service Conrmission

Biiut Robens, Director

Public Service Commission ol Alabama
Transportation Division

1.0. Box 304260

Montgomery, AL 36130

Telephane: (334) 242-5980

Alabama Depaiment of I'ransportation
1409 Caliscum Blvd

Montgomery, AL 36110

Telephone: (334) 242-6080

Department of Defense (Military Trandfic Manapement Command, Transportation
Engineering Agency. Railroads for National Defense Program

David Dorlman

SDNC TEA

Raifroads o National Defense
709 Ward D1, Bldg. 1990
Scou AFB, 1. 62225
Telephone: (618) 220-574]

The Nationul Park Service, Recreation Resources Assistance Division

Charlie Stockmun

National Park Service

Rivers & Trails Conservation Program

1201 Eyc Street, NW, 9th Floo (Org. Code 2220)
Washingion, D.C. 20005

Telephone (202) 354-6900

RTCA Nutional Pk Scrvice
Allanta Federnl Center

1924 Ruilding

100 Alabamu Street, S, W.
Atlania. Georgia 30303




EXINBIT 2

U.S. Depavtment of Agriculture, Chiet of the Forest Service

Thomas L. Tidweli, Chiel

Forest Service

1} 8. Department of Agiicuhwre
Sidney R Yates Fedeial Building
201 14th Sireet SW

Washington, DC 20024
Telephone (202) 205-8439
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ALABANA RAILROAD CO.
= ARANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN MONROF, COUNTY, ALABAMA

CONSOLIDATED ENVIRONMENTAL AND RISTORIC REPORT

EXHIBIT 3 - UILS.G.S TOPOGRAPIHIC MAPS
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WASHINGTON, DC
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ALABAMA RAILROAD CO.
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN MONROLE COUNTY, ALABAMA

CONSOLIDATED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

EXHIBIT 4 ~ COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS (STRUCTURES) AND
OTIHER SUPPORTING MATERIAL

[SUPPLIED TO THE ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION|
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ATTACHMENT 2
CONSULTING AGENCY RESPONSES TO
ENVIRONMENTAI, AND HISTORIC REPORT

(POST-CIRCULATION)




United States Department of the Interior

FIS11 AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1208-B Muain Street
Daphne. Alabama 36526

IN REPLY REFLR 1O

2013-TA -0218

FEB 15 2013

Mr. Robert A. Wimbish

Baker & Miller PLLLC

2401 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 300

Washington, DC 20037

Dear Mi Wimbish;

Thank you for your leter, dated February 8, 2013, requesting an environmental review of hsted
species that may be impacted as a result of the Alabama Railroad Co. Abandonment Excmption
STB Docket No AB-463 (Sub — No 1X) in Monroe County. Alabama  Our report 1s subnutted
under the provisions ol the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (87 Sai, 884, as wmended; 16 U.S.C
1531 et seq.), and Fish & Wildlile Coordination Act (48 Stat 401, as amended; 16 U.S C. 661-
60¢ ct seq|.)

Endangered and Threatened Species

The following species are found 1n this arca of Monroe County:

Red Hills salamander (Phaeognathus hubrichu) - Threatened
Gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus) - Candidate
Southern clubshell (Plenrobema decisum) - Endangered
Alabama pearlshell (Margaruifera marrianae) - Endangered

As long as salvage operations are conducted in the nght-of-way and there 1§ no disturbance of
strcam / creek bottom we fecl there will be no impacits to listed species While the gopher tortoise
is a candidate specics and is not afforded protection under ESA it is a species of concemn and is
listed as protecied by the Staie of Alabama We do not expect the tortoise to be on the rail lines
but there 1s a chance the lorioise could be found along the night-of-way. We recommend
utilization of best management practices that protect water quality

As long as salvage opetations are conducted within the right-of-way. and best management
practices are utilized that proteet water quality. no fuither endangered species consultation will be
required for thns portion of the project unless: 1) the idenuficd achion 1s suhsequently modificd in
a manner that causes un effect on listed species or designated critical habitat. 2) new inlormation
reveals the identified action may affect Federally protecled species or designated critical habitat in
4 manner o1 10 an extent not previously considered: or 3) a new species is listed o1 critical habitat
is designated under the Endangered Species Act that may be affecied by the identificd acuion.

www.fws.sov
TAKE PRIDE" , 4 .



http://www.lus.gov

Mr Robert A Wimbish

For questions or comments regarding this correspondence, please contact Mr Maut Laschet, at
(251)441-5842 or via email matthias_laschet@Iws.gov. Please use our case number in future

correspondence relating 1o these projects
4:4"" -

?m
Dan Everson

Depiny Ficld Supervisor
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office

Sincercly,



mailto:niatihiasjnschci@lws.gov

Alabama Railroad Company - Abandonment Exemption - Monroe County, AL - STB

Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X)

Walls, Beth to rmimbish@bakerandmilles com 02/25/2013 10 16 AM
Cec "Mueller, Heinz", "Walls, Beth*

Dear Mr. Wimbish:

1 am responding to your February 11, 2013. lette: conveying to US EPA, Region 4, the
Consolidated Environmental and Ilisioric Report for the proposed abandonment of
approximately 7 42 miles of rilroad between mileposts (MP) 655.2 (Tunnel Springs) and
662 62 (Bcatrice) all within Monroe County, Alabama.

Based upon the information provided m pages 6 and 7 of the Consohdated Envionmental and
Historic Report, we do not anticipaic any Clean Waier Act permts being required for the
proposed railroad abandonment.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment.
Sincerely.

Beth Walls

Beth Walls
Environmental Scientist,
404-562-8300 & walls beth@@epa.gov
Region 4, NEPA Program Office
Sam Nunn AFC, 61 Forsyth St ,
Atlanta, Ga 30303-8960
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X)

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO.
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA

EXEMPTION NOTICE

DRAFT NOTICE OF EXEMPTION




DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Surface Transportation Board
| Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X)]
Alabama Railroad Co.—Abundonment Exemption—In Monice County. Ml

Alabuma Railroad Co. (ALAB) filed on March 1. 2013, a verified nolicc of exemption
under 49 C.IF R, part 1152 subpart F-Exempt Abandonments 1o abandon approximately 7.42
miles of rail linc (the "Line™) located in Monroe County. Alabama. extending from milepost
655.20 (cast of Route 21, at Tunnel Springs. Alabama) to milepost 662.62 (west of Main Sureet.
in Beatrice. Alabama). The Line traverses United States Postal Service Zip Codes 36425 and
36471

ALAB has certified that (1) no local traffic has moved over the line for at least 2 years;
(2) there has been no overhead uaflic on the subject line. (3) no formal complain filed by a user
of rail service on the line (or by a slatc or local government entity acting on behalf of such user)
regarding cessation af service aver the line either 1s pendng with the Surface Transportation
Board (Board) or with any U.S District Court or has heen decided in favor of complainant
within the 2-year penod; and (4) the requirements a1 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(¢) (envirommental
rcport). 49 C.F R. § 1105.11 (transmiual letier). 49 C.I.R. § 1105.12 (newspaper publication),
and 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) (notice to governmental agencies) have heen met

As a condition Lo this exempuion. any employee adversely affected by the abandonment

shall be protected under Qregon Short Line Railroad—Abandonment Portion Goshen Branch

Between Firth & Ammon, in Bingham & Bonneville Counties. Idaho. 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979) To
address whether this conditon adequately protects aflected employees. o petition (or partiat

1cvocation under 49 U.S C. § 10502(d) must be {iled.




Provided no formal expression of intent to Nile an ofler of financial ussistance (OFA) has
been recerved. this exemption will be efTective on April 21, 2013, unless stayed pending
reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do not mvolve environmental 1ssues,” formal expressions
of intent to file an OFA under 49 CF.R § 1 152.’.2'I(t:)(2).3 and trail use/rail banking requcsis
under 49 C.I.R § 1152.29 must be filed by . 2013 Pecuiions 1o reopen or 1¢queslts for
public use conditions under 49 C_F.R. § 1152.28 must he filed by . 2013, with the
Surlace Transportation Board. 395 E Street, S.W.. Washinglon. DC 20423-0001.

A copy of any petition filed with the Board should be sent 1o ALAB's representative:
William A Mullins. Baker & Milter PLLC. 2401 Pennsylvania Ave , NW. suite 300,
Washington, DC 20037.

[f the verificd notice contans false or misleading information. the exempltion 1s void ab

ALAB has liled a combined covironmental and historic report which addresses the
cfteets. il any. of the abandonment on the environment and historic resources. OFA will issue an
cnvironmental asscssment (LIA) by . Interested persons may oblain a copy of the
ZA by writing to OEA (Room 1100, Surface Transportation Board. Washington, DC 20423-
0001) or by calling OFA, at (202) 245-0305 | Assistance [or the hearing impaired 1s available

through the Federal Information Relay Serviee (FIRS) a1 1-800-877-8339 | Comments on

% The Board will grant a stay 1f an infoimed decision on environmental issues (whether raised by
a party or by the Board’s OfTice ol Environmental Analysis (QEA) in s independent
investigation) cannot be made before the exemption®s effecuve date. Sec Exemption of Qut-of-
Sciv_Rail Lines. 5 1.C.C.2d 377 (1989). Any request Jor a stay should be liled as soon as
possiblc so that the Board may lake appropriate action before the exemption’s cffective date

3 Fach OFA must be accompanied by the filing fee. which is currently set at $1.600. Sce
Regulations Governing Fees for Scrvs Performed in Conncction with Licensing & Related
Servs.—2012 Update. EP 542 (Sub-No. 20) (STB served July 27. 2012). and 49

C.F.R § 1002 2(N(25).




cnvironmental and historic preservation matters must be filed within 15 days alier the EA
becomes available 10 the public

Environmental, historic preservation, public use. or trail use/rail banking conditions will
be imposed. where appropriate. in a subsequent decision.

Pursuant to the provisions ol 49 C.F.R § 1152 29(c)(2). ALAR shall file 2 natice of
consummation with the Board o signify that it has exercised the authority granted and lully
abandoned the line  1f consummation has not been ellecied by ALAR’s filing of a notice of
consummation by March . 2014. and there are no legal or regulatory barriers to
consummation. the authority io abandon will amomatically cxpirc.

Board decisions and notices arc available on our website at “WWW.STR.DOT GOV ™

Deaided:

By the Board. Rachel D. Camphbell, Director. Office of Proceedings
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